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words, their pronunciation, and the methods of com-
bining them used and understood by a large group of
people. (b) 1. audible, articulate, and meaningful sound
as produced by the action of the vocal organs. (2) a
systematic means of communicating ideas by signs or
marks with understood meanings sign language.2 e&
BROZRD Charless Annandale 83g#® The Concise
English Dictionary "Language,
from language, L. language, the
tongue; which is cog. with E.
tongue (1 corresponding to t, as
in L. lacrima, E. tear) Human
speech; the expression of
thoughts by words or articulate
sounds; the aggregate of the
words employed by any com-
munity for intercommunication;
the speech peculiar to a nation; words appropriate to
or especially employed in any branch of knowledge (
the language of chemistry); general style or manner of
expression; the expression of thought in any way ar-
ticulate or inarticulate (the language of the eyes, of
flowers, &c) - Languaged, lang'gwajd, a Having a lan-
guage of this or that kind; skilled in language -
Languageless, lang gwaj-les, a. wanting speech or lan-
guage .3
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Native Americans had probably been living in the
America for thousands of years before Europeans ar-
rived. Scholars now believe that Native Americans
came to this continent from Asia by way of a land bridge
across the Bering Strait. In several waves of migra-
tions, they traveled southward and eastward from
Alaska. That Native peoples came from Asia explains
what is similar in their appearance. However, the ex-
istence of different phases in the migration accounts
for the different linguistic and cultural groups.
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